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Opposite to connection  is disconnection and…. disconnection is seen in disfunctional situations (well, look around you, seen between persons, in family’s, between nations, and in our relationship with nature, etc). An interesting story about a boy who decided to be disfunctional is the story of the prodigal son….see the outcome of his life and how connection could be restored (Luke 15: 15-31)

Disconnection happened as a result of sin… just read Romans 5:12- 21:> Adam sinned, and that sin brought death into the world. Now everyone has sinned, and so everyone must die.

 Sin was in the world before the Law came. But no record of sin was kept, because there was no Law. Yet death still had power over all who lived from the time of Adam to the time of Moses. This happened, though not everyone disobeyed a direct command from God, as Adam did. In some ways Adam is like Christ who came later. But the gift that God was kind enough to give was very different from Adam's sin. That one sin brought death to many others. Yet in an even greater way, Jesus Christ alone brought God's gift of kindness (llr=reconciliation, 

re-connection) to many people. There is a lot of difference between Adam's sin and God's gift. That one sin led to punishment. But God's gift made it possible for us to be acceptable to him, even though we have sinned many times. Death ruled like a king because Adam had sinned. But that cannot compare with what Jesus Christ has done. God has been so kind to us, and he has accepted us because of Jesus. And so we will live and rule like kings. Everyone was going to be punished because Adam sinned. But because of the good thing that Christ has done, God accepts us (llr=connection restored) and gives us the gift of life. Adam disobeyed God and caused many others to be sinners. But Jesus obeyed him and will make many people acceptable to God.  The Law came, so that the full power of sin could be seen. Yet where sin was powerful, God's kindness was even more powerful. Sin ruled by means of death. But God's kindness now rules (=reconciliation, re-connection), and God has accepted us because of Jesus Christ our Lord. This means that we will have eternal life. 

Genesis 1 explains that creation is ONE, earth, clouds, water, animals, humans form one system that was in WHOLENESS

The first SIN broke all connections, corrupted this wholeness:

· With God

· But as well between humans (murder happened soon, Cain and Abel, Gen 4: 8); followed by the evil chain of revenge, leading to many more murders, see Gen.4:23,24)

· Between animals, promise that once in the New heaven and earth the lamb and the lion will lie together (see the wonderful text of Isaiah 11:1-10)

· Nature;  Exploitation happened instead of stewardship (see the culture mandate , Gen 1:26, the verb used is ‘rule’, that is stewardship= take care like a priest that what is under your guidance will blossom, see as well Gen.2:15: important note: Adam should take care of it…)

This is the reason that all of creation waits with eagerness the presence of Gods children(you and me) 

Connection restored, the aspects of reconciliation
· The world, creation: John 4:16,17 : God loved the WORLD SO MUCH THAT He send His Son…. The purpose of Jesus’ coming had to do with restoring connection with the world, with all of creation…

So Jesus is there NOT just for your personal salvation, but for all of creation, that includes all people groups, nations, tribes, family’s nations and finally you.

Hope you can see the larger vision: a holistic view on salvation, leads to a new, reborn faith in mankind, nature, seas, clouds, your city, your family, etc

· Romans 8:  18-28 I am sure that what we are suffering now cannot compare with the glory that will be shown to us. 

In fact, all creation is eagerly waiting for God to show who his children are. Meanwhile, creation is confused, but not because it wants to be confused. God made it this way in the hope

 that creation would be set free from decay and would share in the glorious freedom of his children. We know that all creation is still groaning and is in pain, like a woman about to give birth. The Spirit makes us sure about what we will be in the future. But now we groan silently, while we wait for God to show that we are his children.

This means that our bodies will also be set free.

 And this hope is what saves us. But if we already have what we hope for, there is no need to keep on hoping. However, we hope for something we have not yet seen, and we patiently wait for it. In certain ways we are weak, but the Spirit is here to help us. For example, when we don't know what to pray for, the Spirit prays for us in ways that cannot be put into words. All of our thoughts are known to God. He can understand what is in the mind of the Spirit, as the Spirit prays for God's people. We know that God is always at work for the good of everyone who loves him.

They are the ones God has chosen for his purpose.

Amazing isn’t it? And we ARE CHOSEN to be part of this, to make it work. So we have a great work to do.

-Connection restored between people: 2 Cor 5: 18 – 21: Anyone who belongs to Christ is a new person. The past is forgotten, and everything is new. God has done it all! He sent Christ to make peace between himself and us, and he has given us (LLR: THE MINISTRY OF RECONCILIATION) the work of making peace between himself and others. What we mean is that God was in Christ, offering peace and forgiveness to the people of this world. And he has given us the work of sharing his message about peace. We were sent to speak for Christ, and God is begging you to listen to our message. We speak for Christ and sincerely ask you to make peace with God. Christ never sinned! But God treated him as a sinner, so that Christ could make us acceptable to God. 

Here too you can see, that we are supposed to ACT! So, it is in your and my hands to make this work.

Connection restored with God: Romans 5:1-11:  By faith we have been made acceptable to God. And now, because of our Lord Jesus Christ, we live at peace

with God(llr= reconciliation, so connection restored)

. Christ has also introduced us

to God's undeserved kindness on which we take our stand. So we are happy, as we look forward to sharing in the glory of God. But that's not all! We gladly suffer,

because we know that suffering helps us to endure. And endurance builds character, which gives us a hope 5 that will never disappoint us. All of this happens because God has given us the Holy Spirit, who fills our hearts with his love. Christ died for us at a time when we were helpless and sinful. No one is really willing to die for an honest person, though someone might be willing to die for a truly good person. But God showed how much he loved us by having Christ die for us, even though we were sinful.  But there is more! Now that God has accepted us (llr= reconciliation, so connection restored) because Christ sacrificed his life's blood, we will also be kept safe from God's anger. Even when we were God's enemies, he made peace with us, (llr= reconciliation, so connection restored) because his Son died for us. Yet something even greater than friendship is ours. Now that we are at peace with God, we will be saved by his Son's life. And in addition to everything else, we are happy because God sent our Lord Jesus Christ to make peace with us. (llr= reconciliation, so connection restored)

I John 2:1-6: My children, I am writing this so that you won't sin. But if you do sin, Jesus Christ always does the right thing, and he will speak to the Father for us. Christ is the sacrifice that takes away our sins and the sins of all the world's people. When we obey God, we are sure that we know him. But if we claim to know him and don't obey him, we are lying and the truth isn't in our hearts. We truly love God only when we obey him as we should, and then we know that we belong to him. If we say we are his, we must follow the example of Christ. 

Amazing isn’t it? And we ARE CHOSEN to be part of this, to make it work. So we have a great work to do.

All of creation, all connections restored

Thank God, finally all of creation will be restored. You will read this incredible panorama in Revelations chapters 21 and 21. A new heaven, a new earth, a new society…. And you  and me will be there. No more death or mourning, or crying or pain for the old order of things has passed away…. HE will make everything new. (21:4,5)

This powerful future drives us to go on mission, to be part of this ministry as we pray, work that so many more will join us in this incredible future, where we are all connected as blessed persons, a people of God…

